Headquarters recycling program 
to be model for all NJDOT offices 


If you see someone dressed as a plastic 
bottle walking around the Headquarters 
Complex, don’t have your eyes checked. 
It’s “Recycle Pete,” a Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) recy- 
cling character. 

Mr. R. E. Cycle, a magician, enter- 
tained and educated cafeteria patrons 
during lunch on September 10. A DEP 
exhibit that demonstrates the dos and 
dont's of recycling is on view all month in 
the lobbies of the Main Office and the 
E&O Buildings. 

The promotions are part of a series of 
events this month to call attention to the 
new expanded NJDOT recycling program 
for employees in all facilities in the 
Ewing Headquarters Complex. 


Notice to all Reservists and Guardsmen 
If you anticipate being called to active duty or need any 


military leave information, you may call Arthur 
Spangenberg, Employee Relations, at 609-530-2954. 


Besides high grade white paper, 
NJDOT employees must now separate 
aluminum, steel and tin cans, glass and 
clear plastic bottles, newspapers and 
cardboard. The Department has pur- 
chased, marked and distributed special 
containers for the different recyclable 
materials. Recycling coordinators for 
each work unit have been selected and 
trained to pass on details of the expanded 
recycling effort. 

Commissioner Tom Downs has called 
on all employees to join the effort. 
“While the first step is to get started in 
Trenton,” he said, “we will expand the 
program into all four regions. It is my 
hope that this will eventually become a 
model for other state agencies to follow.” 


Take the alternative 
transportation challenge! 


Did you ever wonder if there was an 
easier way to commute to work than 
driving alone? Did ever consider taking a 
bus or a train, a carpool or vanpool, 
bicycling? If you answered yes to either 
of these questions, you are a candidate for 
the Alternative Transportation Challenge. 

On September 26, proclaimed by 
Governor Jim Florio as “Alternative 
Transportation Day,” the NJDOT’s Office 
of Suburban Mobility will challenge the 
2,000 employees who work in the 
Headquarters Complex, including the 
Fisk School and Olden Avenue offices, 
to leave their single occupancy vehicles 
for another means of transportation. 

Free gifts will be awarded to those 
who participate in either of two catego- 
ries. 

¢ Anyone who switches from driving 
alone to a bus, train, carpool or vanpool 
or bicycles to work wins a free breakfast 
in the NJDOT cafeteria before the start of 
the work day and a free water bottle. 

¢ Each person who already rides in a 
carpool, vanpool, train or bus or bicycles 


Governor Jim Florio - 


to work is eligible to receive a free water 
bottle. 


NJDOT 


Ridesharing Works! 
1-800-245-POOL 


To qualify for the prizes, employees 
must complete a registration form and 
return it to the Bureau of Suburban 
Mobility on or before September 21. 
Applications will be distributed with 
payroll checks on September 13. For 
additional copies, or to find a carpool 
partner, contact the Bureau of Suburban 
Mobility at 5-8053. 
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Diane Seigel, Environmental Analysis, is 
one of several employees who will appear 
on new recycling posters. 


For the employees and retirees of 


the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Cardinali to head 
Suburban Mobility 


Director of Transportation Assis- 
tance James J. Snyder has announced 
the appointment of Noreen Cardinali as 
Manager of the Bureau of Suburban 
Mobility, effective this month. 

“It’s fitting that this position is filled 
during Ridesharing Month,” said | 
Assistant Commissioner Christine M. 
Johnson. “The job is critical to the 
success of some of the Department’s 
top priorities, reduction of air pollution 
that results from congestion and the 
need for alternatives to the single 
occupancy vehicle for suburb-to- 
suburb and city-to-suburb travel.” 

An 11-year Department employee, 
Cardinali was most recently a 
supervising planner in the Bureau of 
Local Transportation. 

Cardinali has held national offices in 
professional ridesharing associations. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Fordham 
University with an emphasis on urban 
planning. 


. Commissioner Tom Downs 


Last NJ Civil Service blacksmith forges on 


Joe Odas is the last of a dying breed, a 
New Jersey Civil Service blacksmith. 

He has been with the NJDOT for 42 
years, all of them in the Snow Plow Shop 
in Fernwood at the Headquarters Com- 
plex. When Odas started as an assistant 
blacksmith in 1948, there were three 
blacksmiths and three assistant black- 
smiths in the Department. 

Because he works in the Snowplow 
Shop doesn’t mean that most of Odas’s 
work is snowplow related. He does as 
much repairing of other NJDOT machin- 
ery as he does snowplows. The majority 
of his projects are done for the mainte- 
nance unit and the auto and mower shops. 

Odas also repairs hammers, push 
frames for snowplow trucks, jackhammer 
Chisels, odd parts for cars and trucks and 
mower decks. He also makes machinery 
parts that aren’t made by the manufac- 
turer anymore. 

“There is no doubt in my mind that the 
Department would be paying a lot more 
money to outside contractors if Joe didn’t 
do the work,” said Johnny Combs, 
Supervisor of Crew 5750. “He has made 
all different kinds of parts, from special 
brackets for road signs to parts for 
plows.” 

“While my job may not be glamorous, I 
know that my work is appreciated by the 
crews,” Odas said. “As long as they keep 
bringing things in to be made or fixed, I 
know that I am doing a good job. 

“If my supervisor brings me 20 
jackhammer chisels that need to be 
retempered and straightened by the next 
day, I can have them for him,” said Odas. 


“T know how important 
these tools are for the 
maintenance crews.” 

Joe still enjoys his job 
as much as he did when 
he first started. “I had 
had several jobs in the 
private sector before I 
came to the NJDOT, but 
this is the one I enjoy 
the most,” said Odas. 
“There is always some- 
thing different to do 
every day, even after 42 
years.” 

Soft coal and oxygen 
are still used to fire up 
the forge. “We never 
used a bellows like they 
did 200 years ago. We 
use forced air,” Odas 
said. He also uses 
acetylene tanks for small 
jobs like bending things 
that won’t fit in the 
oven. 


started working for the 
Department he made 
about $1,800 a year. “We didn’t have 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield or an HMO. 
The benefits are better today,” said Odas. 
Combs says that Odas is an invaluable 
part of his shop. “I don’t know how this 
crew would survive without the 
work that man does,” Combs said. “No 
job is too big or too small for him. I 
know that when I give him a job I won’t 
have to worry about whether or not it will 


Odas said when he 3 i 


Joe Odas hamm 
NJDOT maintenance crews. 


ers away ata jackhammer chisel used by 


be done right the first time.” 

Combs doesn’t know what he will do 
when Odas decides to retire. “He is 
master of a dying art,” he said. Combs 
can rest assured on that point because 
retirement isn’t on Odas’s mind. 

“T am only 68 years old,” he said. “I 
feel good. As long as I am OK physi- 
cally, I hope to work for at least a couple 
more years.” 


NJDOT drive seeks carpools and vanpools 


Suburban Mobility staff will recruitand NJ TRANSIT representatives will 


assist the formation of new carpools and 
vanpools at Trenton area state offices 
during a special Transportation Alterna- 
tives Month drive. 

Joe Huggler, Chief of Commuter 
Management, said that NJDOT and 


circulate booths at large employee 
centers, including the Labor and Industry 
Building, Mary Roebling Building, 
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex, 
Department of Higher Education, Mercer 
County Airport, Environmental Protec- 


Signs of the times 


These are the first in a new sign 


series being developed by the 
Department to improve 
communication with the 


motoring public. The 
four-foot by four-foot orange 

and black signs inform motorists 
about the type of maintenance work in 


progress. 


tion, Capital Center, Capital Place One, 
William Ashby Building and Taxation 
Building. 

In addition to the Trenton area events, 
Huggler said that the displays and 
recruitment will also take place at the 
Hoboken Festival. 


Governor Jim Florio 
Commissioner Tom Downs 


The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Main 
Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 
530-2126. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 


Two tourneys 


The annual Region III golf 
tournament was held at the 
Fort Dix Golf Course. 92 
NJDOTers and retirees 
participated in the outing. 
Richard Braconi, Construc- 
tion, turned in the low gross 
with a 78. 

The Bit-Over-Par Tourna- 
ment held May 31 drew 72 
NJDOT golfers to the Fort Dix 
Golf Course. A $400 donation 
was made from the proceeds 
to the Ewing Chapter of the 
Deborah Heart and Lung 
Association. Bob Malloy, 
Freight Services and Pete 
Radice, Suburban Mobility, 
organized the tournament. 


Two brides 


Two NJDOTers were spring 
brides. Annette Klocke, Sec. 
Asst. II, Accounting & Audit- 
ing, Field Audit Section, 
married Richard Schimpf on 
May 19 and Maria M. 
Faulkner, Sec. Asst. II, 
Regulatory Affairs, wed 
Norbert Custy on June 2. 


One baby 


Robert Marshall, Project 
Engineer, Preliminary 
Engineering, and his wife, 
Joy, are the proud parents of 


Necessity is often the 
mother of invention. This 
adage proved to be correct 
again in the suggestions 
Charles T. Edson, Assistant 
Commissioner for 
Cosntruction and Mainte- 
nance, rewarded at recent 
ceremonies. 

Orlando S. Pipitone, Truck 
Driver, Region III Mainte- 
nance, was honored for 
suggesting that longer 
handles be placed on tar pots 
to prevent the back strain 
experienced by some 
maintenance workers. 


a second daughter, Michelle 
Lynne. 


Boating safety 


Henry Schweber, Environ- 
mental Engineer, BEA, is 
a volunteer in the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. He wiil 
teach free safe boating 
courses for boaters of all skill 
levels. The courses run from 
September 25 through 
December 12. 
For more information, 
contact Henry at (609)530- 
2730. 


New association 


John C. Jennings, Super- 
vising Planner, Bureau of 
Access and Development; 
George Keller, Regional 
Director, Region I C&M; 
and Martin Van Riper, 
Regional Construction 
Engineer, Region I; were 
elected to postions in the 
newly-created North and 


Central New Jersey Section of 


the American Society of 
Highway Engineers (ASHE). 
Jennings was elected the 
chapter’s first president and 
Keller and Van Riper were 
elected to the Board of 
Directors. For more informa- 
tion, contact Les Martin at 
(609)530-2889. 


Four suggestions win awards 


Martin P. Wright, Truck 
Driver, Region IV Mainte- 
nance, was cited for installing 
rod-like plow markers on 
snow plows to improve their 
visibility to the plow driver. 

Robert Woolley, Electrical 


Mechanic I, Region III Electri- 


cal, received his award for 
suggesting velcro closings on 
safety vests, Unlike the snap 
closures, the velcro adjusts to 
give a better fit and makes 
putting it on and off easier. 

A fourth honoree, Principal 
Engineer Philip A. Marchetti, 
was unable to attend. 


Bob F itzpatrick displays some of his "collectables." "He has been 
recycling office materials since 1972. 


Recycling is way of life for 
ROW’s Bob Fitzpatrick 


Bob Fitzpatrick will be town of Burlington, he added 
happy when NJDOT's new them to his family’s re- 
recycling program moves to cyclables for pickup. 
the regions. While most of his “We live in a disposable 
co-workers are just starting to society,” he said. “It’s up to 
recycle, he has hundreds of us to protect our environment 
pounds of recycled material to _‘ for our kid’s sake. If we are 
his credit. not careful, there won’t be 

A 26-year veteran of state any more room in the 
service, Fitzpatrick is a landfills.” 

Principal Right of Way “Bob won’t let anyone 
Negotiator/Project Supervisor — forget about recycling,” said 
who heads the condemnation one of his co-workers. “If 
unit in the Southern District you forget a can or a bottle, 
Right of Way office in Mt. he’ll pull it out of your waste 
Laurel. can.” 

Fitzpatrick began collecting “Our NJDOT landlord has 
cans and bottles in his office in provided bins for recycling 
1972. At that time he took paper in our office, but there’s 
them to a recycling dumpster no program to handle other 
ata shopping plaza inCherry _ materials,” he said. “Until one 
Hill. When the recycling is in place, I’ll keep taking the 
program began in his home stuff home.” 


oe = ia ap Fe J i 
Robert Woolley demonstrates the new safety vest closing he 
suggested for fellow C&M award winners Orlando S. Pipitone 
and Martin P. Wright. 


Highway signs and signals have changed dramatically over the years. If you can identify 


the location of this one, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to 
Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not necessary to send the 
Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answers by September 22. 


Can you identify this ‘Moment in History’? 


Only Clifford A. Ellis, Director of 
Regional Design, correctly identified last 
month’s photo of the opening of I-78. He 
also identified former NJDOTers Ted 
Fischer and Ed Mullowney in the photo. 

Retirees report that their Transporter 
arrives too late for them to make the 
“Moment in History” deadline due to the 


slower bulk mail delivery. As a result, the 
names of those who send in correct 
answers cannot be printed the following 
month. Retirees who correctly identified 
the “John Bull” engine were George W. 
Earle, Sr. Highway Inspector; Russell D. 
Parker, Division of Materials and Anita 
White, Sr. Title Examiner. 


NJDOT to use recycled paper 


The last Transporter issue was the first printed on recycled 


paper. Since recycled paper is now competitively priced, it 
will be used for Department publications whenever possible. 


Recycled asphalt 
yields big savings 


The Department of Transportation’s 
recycled asphalt pavement (RAP) 
program, which began as an experiment 
in 1979, continues to pay big dividends. 

“NJDOT, through its Bureau of 
Materials, is a pioneer and leader in the 
research, development and use of re- 
cycled asphalt to reduce the costs of 
maintaining its roadways and bridges,” 
said Commissioner Tom Downs. “In 
addition to saving the state from $2 
million to $3 million a year in badly 
needed highway maintenance funds, the 
reuse of old pavements conserves energy 
and raw materials. 

Before the RAP program began, old 
road material was landfilled. This not 
only wasted the residual value of the 
asphalt and aggregate but also used up 
scarce landfill space. 

Today the old asphalt pavement is 
removed from the road surface, hauled to 
an asphalt plant where it is mixed with 
new stone, sand and asphalt cement to 
provide a recycled paving material. 

In 1979, the initial year of the RAP 
program, 13,500 tons of recycled asphalt 
were used on NJDOT’s roadways. This 
figure has increased to about 72,000 tons. 
The number of state-approved asphalt 
plants equipped to recycle old asphalt has 
grown from eight in 1983 to 20. 

After six experimental projects, RAP de- 
buted in August 1982 as a standard item in 
the construction contract specifications. 

Since 1979, the Departmenthas increased 
the percentage of RAP in its mixes. Now, 
up to 20 percent is routinely permitted in 
Department mixes and, on certain projects, 
up to 50 percent RAP may be used. It is 
estimated that 25 percent of all paving in 
New Jersey contains RAP. 
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